Changes to the
Wisconsin Parental

Choice Program for the
2026-27 School Year




Why?

The requirements below under Wisconsin Statute §§

118.60(2)(be) and 118.60(3)(ar) end with the 2025-26 school
year:

e Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP) participation limits based on public school
district membership.

e One WPCP application period from the 1st weekday in February through 3rd Thursday
in April.

o Notification to DPI of the following:

» The number of eligible applications by the 1st weekend in May (previously completed the verification
of all applications in OAS AND completed the Final WPCP Seats Report by the 1st weekday in May).

 |If aWPCP student is or is not going to attend the school (previously completed via the Intent to
Attend Report in OAS or provided WPCP withdrawals).

* Request for WPCP student who moved between the day after the end of the WPCP application
period and the 3rd Friday in August to transfer their application to another WPCP school.



Overview of Changes

o WPCP will schools select the open application
periods that their school will participate in on the
Intent to Participate (ITP).

o I he available open application periods that schools
may select will mirror the Racine Parental Choice
Program (RPCP).

o Parents will be able to apply in application period(s)
the school selects for the WPCP.



Overview of Changes (cont.)

WPCP schools with more eligible applications than seats will hold their
own random selections for the WPCP and will maintain the school’s
waiting list.

Schools must complete the eligibility determination and verification for all
WPCP applications in OAS prior to the next application period, prior to
completing a random drawing, if required, within 60 days of the end of an
application period during which an application is received by the school, or
prior to the next count date, whichever occurs first.

WPCP schools, not the DPI, will submit the applications in OAS when
students accept seats.

DPI will no longer administer the August mover process. If a family moves
and wants to attend a different WPCP school, they must apply to the new
school they want their student(s) to attend during one of the school’s
application periods.



WPCP Application Periods & Timing for

Verifying Applications

Table below shows:

e 2026-27 school year WPCP application period dates and times.

The last day to complete the verification process for applications in OAS for each application period. If not

completed, the applications expire.

Reminder: Application periods vary by school year. See the “Application Periods — Dates” section of the Application Process Bulletin at Choice Programs: School

Application Processing for additional information.

Application Period

Start
2026-27 School Year

End
2026-27 School Year

Last Day
to Verify in OAS
2026-27 School Year

Mon, Feb 2,2026 8:00 AM
Sun, Mar 1,2026 12:00 AM
Wed, Apr 1,2026 12:00 AM

Fri,May 1, 2026 12:00 AM
Mon, Jun 1,2026 12:00 AM
Wed, Jul 1,2026 12:00 AM

Sat, Aug 1,2026 12:00 AM
Tue, Sep 1,2026 12:00 AM

Fri, Feb 20,2026 11:59 PM
Fri,Mar 20,2026 11:59 PM
Mon, Apr 20,2026 11:59 PM
Wed, May 20, 2026 11:59 PM
Mon, Jun 22,2026 11:59 PM
Mon, Jul 20,2026 11:59 PM
Thu, Aug 20, 2026 11:59 PM
Mon, Sep 14,2026 11:59 PM

Tue, Apr 21,2026 11:59 PM
Tue, May 19,2026 11:59 PM
Fri,Jun 19,2026 11:59 PM
Sun, Jul 19,2026 11:59 PM
Fri, Aug 21,2026 11:59 PM
Fri, Sep 18,2026 11:59 PM
Wed, Sep 30,2026 11:59 PM
Wed, Sep 30,2026 11:59 PM


https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing
https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing

ITP Selection of Application Periods

* There will no longer be
one WPCP application
period.

* Schools select their
application periods on
the ITP and cannot add
or remove application
periods later.

Notice of School's Intent to Participate

Application Periods

School Name: ABC School - Green Bay
School Year: 2026-2027

- v Choice Admin --> v Programs --> >

BN RNy

Choose Application Periods

Information regarding application periods may be found in the Application Process Bulletin at School Application Processing. Parents will only be able to apply to
schools during the open application period(s) the school identifies below. No amendments related to the open application periods are allowed after January 10.

You indicated on the previous page that the school will be participating in the following programs:
* WPCP only (i.e. you are NOT participating in the Milwaukee or Racine programs in 2026-2027)

If this is not correct, please return to the previous page and correct the data before completing this page.

Please identify the application peried(s) below that the school will be offering for the 2026-27 school year.

Application Periods| |Application Periods Application Periods
offered offered Offered
for MPCP for RPCP for WPCP
2026-27 2026-27 2026-27
Application Periods School School School
‘Year Year Year
| Check Yes to All || Uncheck All ]
WPCP No N/A
February (Feb 02 - Feb 20, 2026) No Nao @ Yes O No
March (Mar 01 - Mar 20, 2026) No No @Yes O No
April (Apr 01 - Apr 20, 2026) No No @ Yes O No
May (May 01 - May 20, 2026) No No ®Yes O No
June (Jun 01 - Jun 22, 2026) No No @ Yes O No
July (Jul 01 - Jul 20, 2026) No No @Yes O No
August (Aug 01 - Aug 20, 2026) No No @ Yes O No
September (Sep 01 - Sep 14, 2026), No Nao ®Yes O No
October (Oct 01 - Oct 20, 2026) No
November (Nov 01 - Nov 20, 2026) No
Dec/Jan (Dec 01 - Jan 05, 2027) No

Go to Top




Application Period Selection Considerations

» Schools may consider the following when selecting the open application
periods in which the school will participate:

When parent tax information will be available, school breaks, holidays and staffing levels, size of
school’s waiting list, summer and September application periods, timing of choice payments, and
the school’s start date.

* Parents will only be able to apply only in the application periods that the
school selects.

« Students who move will not be able to transfer the application to another
school and must apply to the school during an open application period.

* Aschool that wants to ensure students who move into Wisconsin or
within Wisconsin (who are not eligible for the MPCP or RPCP) can apply
to attend their school may choose to offer multiple application periods
through September.



» All schools will notify DPI
of the number of seats
available by grade level
for the MPCP, RPCP,
and/or WPCP for the
upcoming school year on
the ITP in OAS.

* Schools will no longer
complete a final seat
report in OAS for the
WPCP.

Notice of School's Intent te Participate
Grades

School Name: ABC School - Green Bay

School Vear:  2026-2027

 Intent --= v School Info > v Locations —3  Rev

=

=== v Choice Admin --» v Programs —-* v App Periods

Enter Grades and Available Choice Seats

Schools indicate all grades the school offers, grades offered for each program, and Choice seats available by grade level for each program.
= Grades Offered by School: Schools should select "Ves” for each grade the school offers unless the school contracts with a public scheol district to provide educational programming for all students in that grade (e K4 in
a community based program).

* Grades Offered for MPCP/RPCP/WPCP: Parents will only be able to apply for each program to the grades identified under the "Grade Offered for MPCR", "Grade Offered for RPOP”, or "Grade Offered for WRCF" columns.
Parents will not be able to apply to a program if the grade is net indicated for that specific program even if the school indicates the grade is offered by the scheol or for another program. Grades offered for 2 program may

be changed prior to 2n open perios a school information update form at Submitted Reports and Forms.

+ Choice seats available by grade level for MPCP/RPCP/WPCP: Schools enter the number of Choice sssts sailable by grads lsvel st the school for ssch progrsm. Schools should take into account any returming
stdents when determining the number of seats and must not exceed any capacity limit for the facility. IF the school indicates fewer seats available in 2 grade than the number of retuming students for the MPCP, RPCP or
WPCP, some retumning students will not receive a seat and will be placed on a waiting list. See the Application Process Bulletin at School Application Processing for information on setting and revising seat numbers. For new

and continuing schoals with a surety bond, the ITP will calculate the school's estimated annual Chaice payments based on the number of Choaice = the schoal indicates are availzble,

The table below shows the grades for the 2025-28 schoel year for schools ceontinuing in the PSCR

Enter/updste grades offered, grades offersd by program offered, and the number of Cheice sests available by grade level by program by the school for the 2026-27 school year

Grade Offered Grade Offered Grade Offered Grade Offered
by School for MPCP. for RPCP for wpCe
202627 202627 202627 202627 202627 22627 202627
Grades Schoal | Schoal -|- Choice | School .|_ Choice School Choice
Vear Vear Seats Vear Sests Vear Seats
3 Syes O Mo Mo ] No 0
K5 (0.5 FIE - 437+ hours) Yes @ No No 0 No 0 0
K5 (0.6 FIE - 3 days) Ves ®ho Na 0 No 0 0
K5 (0.8 FTE - 4 days) Ve ® No No 0 No 0 0
K5 (1.0 FTE - 5 days) Bves OMo No 0 No 0 Fves O Mo
Check 1-8 || Uncheck 1-8 Check 1-8|[ Uncheck 15
Grade 1 ™ No ] No 0  yes O Na 10
Grade 2 ™ No ] No 0 ® ves O No 10
Grade 3 No No ] No 0 1 Yes U No 10)
Grade 4 ™ No ] No 0 ® ves U No L_10]
Grade 5 Mo Mo ] No 0 @ Yes O Ng
Grade 6 No [ ] No 0  yes O No
Grade 7 o No 0 No 0 ® Yes O No
Grade 8 Mo Mo ] No 0 ® Yz U No
Check HS || Unchedk HS Check H5 |[ Uncheck BS
Grade® Vs ® Mo Na 0 No 0 Yes ® Ng 0
Grade 10 Yes @ Mg No 0 No 0 Ves ® Ng 0
Grade 11 Na 0 No 0 Ves ® No 0
Grede 12 Ve @ No No 0 No 0 Yes ® No 0
[Total Choice Seats: 100 Total Choice Seats | | 0 Seats | | 0 Seats | | 100 Seats
[ Het ]




Revising the Number of Seats

Schools may only revise (increase or decrease) the number of MPCP, RPCP,
and/or WPCP seats available prior to an open application period.

Schools may change the total number of MPCP, RPCP, and/or WPCP seats
available for the school when revising the number of seats by grade.

After the end of all application periods for your school and/or for all
application periods for the program for the school year, schools may increase
the number of MPCP, RPCP, and/or WPCP seats available.

Schools may not take a seat away from a student that previously accepted a
seat if the number of seats for a grade are decreased.

Schools should document any revisions made to the number of seats (usinga
process defined by the school); however, the school does not need to notify or
provide the revised seat numbers to the DPI, unless requested.



Parent Application

DPIl recommends schools communicate with their continuing
families about the changes to the WPCP application periods and
encourage families who hope to continue at the school to apply
during the school’s first application period.

DPI will post resources for schools and families on its webpages.

Parents can apply in multiple application periods, so a school may
see duplicate applications.

Students can remain on a waiting list for a Choice school while
attending another school as a Choice student.

Parents can apply to multiple school(s), and schools should
contact the parents if a school has questions regarding where a
student intends to attend or is attending school.



Parent Application (cont.)

* Parents who would like their students to change
schools must apply in the Online Parent Application
for the school during an open application period the
school offers AND have an eligible “Verified”
application for the school in OAS.

oThere will be no WPCP school preference changes, WPCP August
student movers, and/or WPCP waiting list transfers.

« Schools will no longer notify DPI of students that
withdraw from the WPCP or the school.



Parent Application - Applying in Multiple

Application Periods

Parents Applying in Multiple Application Periods in the Online Parent
Appllcatlon

The parent should only include the student(s) and school(s) they want to apply for the current application
period in the Online Parent Application.

» The parent should remove any students(s) and school(s) in the Online Parent Application to which they do
not want to apply during the current application period.

* The applications submitted by the parent in the Online Parent Application during any previous open
application period(s) will not be deleted in OAS.



OAS Changes

« WPCP Schools will no longer see Intent to Attend,

Available WPCP Seats, or Final WPCP Seats on the
left menu bar in OAS.

* Schools will now see Submit Apps to DPI.

« WPCP Schools will need to submit applications for
the student status to change from “Verified” to
“Submitted”.



Submitting Applications to DPI

[ Choice Program |
Logout

* Schools in the WPCP will submit users
verified applications for students ——
that accept seats. App Summary

Submit Apps to DP]
Export to Excel
* |n the left menu bar, the school BN TOF Wieck]

will click “Submit Apps to DPI.” C Pupil Count |

Prelim Enroliment
September Count
January Count
Historical Data
Payments

Intent to Participate

summer Sch Courses

Summer Sch Count




Submitting Applications to DPI (cont.)

Schools will click the
check box next to the
student’s name and
click save.

Schools can sort by
grade, application
periods, or multiple
student applications.

Schools may also
change the number of
rows that appear on a
page as well as “Select
All” or “Clear All”

Private School Choice Programs
Submit Applications to DPI

School Year: | 2026 - 2027 ~ Grade: All Grades Student Name: |
School Mame: | ABC School - Green Bay v | Enroll Period: | All Periogs - Parent Name: |
Address: 8598 Brand New Street Mulitple Apps: | All Apps - -m -m
Watertown, WI 53719
School Phone: (608) B76-1234
Administrator: Julie Thompson (S08) 876-1234
[CiearmiT] [TSeietAiT] [ save ] Rows per Page:[ 25 ]
3 students retrieved
AppID Grade Multi Student Date App  Enroll  Submit to DPT Parent Last Day of Enroll Period
App* Received  Pd
1310467 o9 Johnson, Joe | 06/20/2p26 | Jun Too early to submit | Johnson, Sarah 06/22/2026
1310464 09 Miller, Sally 06/20/2026 | Jun Too early to submit | Miller, Scott 06/22/2026
1310581 09 Smith, John 06/20/2026 | Jun Too early to submit Smith, Mark 5 0&/22/2026

[ cwaran  |[ SelectAan ||  save |

" Applications wilh an astersk indicate multiple applications exist for the student with a status of: Not Yel Verified, Verified, Submitted, or Ineligible per DOR

Go to Too



Random Selection

WPCP schools with more eligible applications than seats available
for any grade level(s) will conduct a random selection and maintain
a waiting list.

For information regarding the Random Selection:

* Review the Random Selection Agreement and the new Random
Selection and Waiting List Guidance and Tips and Examples
document at the Choice Programs: School Application Processing
webpage.

« Attend the Random Selection Training on January 6, 2026.


https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing

Report Waiting List Students on Count Reports

* Schools will submit studentsona a Wow
waitlist in the September and Vi > Vi > Vs > Vi Gt -> O - et -» (o O S ->
January Count Reports.

s b st applicaions i Subood o Ve st Sk e mok e counted o oy ot seport. Ity any applicaions Sk weez on e school's wating It a5 of the e iy

Sephzmbss by heking the box e "0 gLt oo nd Frday i Siptandes” clomn

* Studentswith a“Verified” status and | i m i e s st o
students with a “Submitted” status s s o ot s e o o e et e e e S vt be i
who do not meet the requirements
to be counted will be included on the o et oetd )| 88 ][ ]

e Only students with a “Submitted” Bk DN S b Wi 6/20/2026

status are eligible to be countedina =0
count report.




What remains the same for the WPCP?

« All applicants must apply for the program every year in the Online
Parent Application and provide the school(s) to which they apply
required documentation prior to the close of the application period in
which the application.

» Students must meet the same WPCP eligibility requirements.
» Schools must complete the verification of applications in OAS.

* Schools must confirm that all incoming Choice pupils participating in the
WPCP still reside at the address on their application as of the 3rd Friday
in September. The school must obtain new residency documentation and
complete the school district verification for those that moved and report
the new address and/or school district on the September Count Report.



Resources

For additional information on topics covered in this presentation,
please see the documents below on the Choice Programs: School
Application Processing webpage:

o 2026-27 Application Process Bulletin
« 2026-27 Random Selection Agreement

« 2026-27 Random Selection and Waiting List Guidance and Tips and
Examples document

« Student Eligibility and the Application Grade or Prior Year Requirement
Bulletin


https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing
https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing




Website: http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-
options/choice-programs

Email: privateschoolchoice@dpi.wi.gov

Phone: 1-888-245-2732 ext. 3


http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
mailto:privateschoolchoice@dpi.wi.gov
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