
Changes to the 
Wisconsin Parental 

Choice Program for the 
2026-27 School Year



Why? 

The requirements below under Wisconsin Statute §§
118.60(2)(be) and 118.60(3)(ar) end with the 2025-26 school 
year:

• Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP) participation limits based on public school 
district membership.

• One WPCP application period from the 1st weekday in February through 3rd Thursday 
in April.

• Notification to DPI of the following:

• The number of eligible applications by the 1st weekend in May (previously completed the verification 
of all applications in OAS AND completed  the Final WPCP Seats Report by the 1st weekday in May).

• If a WPCP student is or is not going to attend the school (previously completed via the Intent to 
Attend Report in OAS or provided WPCP withdrawals).

• Request for WPCP student who moved between the day after the end of the WPCP application 
period and the 3rd Friday in August to transfer their application to another WPCP school.



Overview of Changes

• WPCP will schools select the open application 
periods that their school will participate in on the 
Intent to Participate (ITP). 

• The available open application periods that schools 
may select will mirror the Racine Parental Choice 
Program (RPCP). 

• Parents will be able to apply in application period(s) 
the school selects for the WPCP.



Overview of Changes (cont.)

• WPCP schools with more eligible applications than seats will hold their 
own random selections for the WPCP and will maintain the school’s 
waiting list. 

• Schools must complete the eligibility determination and verification for all 
WPCP applications in OAS prior to the next application period, prior to 
completing a random drawing, if required, within 60 days of the end of an 
application period during which an application is received by the school, or 
prior to the next count date, whichever occurs first.

• WPCP schools, not the DPI, will submit the applications in OAS when 
students accept seats. 

• DPI will no longer administer the August mover process. If a family moves 
and wants to attend a different WPCP school, they must apply to the new 
school they want their student(s) to attend during one of the school’s 
application periods. 



WPCP Application Periods & Timing for 
Verifying Applications

Application Period
Start

2026-27 School Year
End

2026-27 School Year

Last Day
to Verify in OAS

2026-27 School Year

Feb Mon, Feb 2, 2026 8:00 AM Fri, Feb 20, 2026 11:59 PM Tue, Apr 21, 2026 11:59 PM

Mar Sun, Mar 1, 2026 12:00 AM Fri, Mar 20, 2026 11:59 PM Tue, May 19, 2026 11:59 PM

Apr Wed, Apr 1, 2026 12:00 AM Mon, Apr 20, 2026 11:59 PM Fri, Jun 19, 2026 11:59 PM

May Fri, May 1, 2026 12:00 AM Wed, May 20, 2026 11:59 PM Sun, Jul 19, 2026 11:59 PM

Jun Mon, Jun 1, 2026 12:00 AM Mon, Jun 22, 2026 11:59 PM Fri, Aug 21, 2026 11:59 PM

Jul Wed, Jul 1, 2026 12:00 AM Mon, Jul 20, 2026 11:59 PM Fri, Sep 18, 2026 11:59 PM

Aug Sat, Aug 1, 2026 12:00 AM Thu, Aug 20, 2026 11:59 PM Wed, Sep 30, 2026 11:59 PM

Sep Tue, Sep 1, 2026 12:00 AM Mon, Sep 14, 2026 11:59 PM Wed, Sep 30, 2026 11:59 PM

Table below shows:
• 2026-27 school year WPCP application period dates and times.

• The last day to complete the verification process for applications in OAS for each application period. If not 
completed, the applications expire.

Reminder: Application periods vary by school year. See the “Application Periods – Dates” section of the Application Process Bulletin at Choice Programs: School 
Application Processing for additional information.

https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing
https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing


ITP Selection of Application Periods

• There will no longer be 
one WPCP application 
period.

• Schools select their 
application periods on 
the ITP and cannot add 
or remove application 
periods later. 



Application Period Selection Considerations

• Schools may consider the following when selecting the open application 
periods in which the school will participate: 

o When parent tax information will be available, school breaks, holidays and staffing levels, size of 
school’s waiting list, summer and September application periods, timing of choice payments, and 
the school’s start date. 

• Parents will only be able to apply only in the application periods that the 
school selects.

• Students who move will not be able to transfer the application to another 
school and must apply to the school during an open application period.

• A school that wants to ensure students who move into Wisconsin or 
within Wisconsin (who are not eligible for the MPCP or RPCP) can apply 
to attend their school may choose to offer multiple application periods 
through September. 



Seats

• All schools will notify DPI 
of the number of seats 
available by grade level 
for the MPCP, RPCP, 
and/or WPCP for the 
upcoming school year on 
the ITP in OAS.

• Schools will no longer 
complete a final seat 
report in OAS for the 
WPCP.



Revising the Number of Seats

• Schools may only revise (increase or decrease) the number of MPCP, RPCP, 
and/or WPCP seats available prior to an open application period. 

• Schools may change the total number of MPCP, RPCP, and/or WPCP seats 
available for the school when revising the number of seats by grade. 

• After the end of all application periods for your school and/or for all 
application periods for the program for the school year, schools may increase 
the number of MPCP, RPCP, and/or WPCP seats available. 

• Schools may not take a seat away from a student that previously accepted a 
seat if the number of seats for a grade are decreased. 

• Schools should document any revisions made to the number of  seats (using a 
process defined by the school); however, the school does not need to notify or 
provide the revised seat numbers to the DPI, unless requested. 



Parent Application

• DPI recommends schools communicate with their continuing 
families about the changes to the WPCP application periods and 
encourage families who hope to continue at the school to apply 
during the school’s first application period.

• DPI will post resources for schools and families on its webpages. 

• Parents can apply in multiple application periods, so a school may 
see duplicate applications.

• Students can remain on a waiting list for a Choice school while 
attending another school as a Choice student. 

• Parents can apply to multiple school(s), and schools should 
contact the parents if a school has questions regarding where a 
student intends to attend or is attending school. 



Parent Application (cont.)

• Parents who would like their students to change 
schools must apply in the Online Parent Application 
for the school during an open application period the 
school offers AND have an eligible “Verified” 
application for the school in OAS.

oThere will be no WPCP school preference changes, WPCP August 
student movers, and/or WPCP waiting list transfers.

• Schools will no longer notify DPI of students that 
withdraw from the WPCP or the school.



Parent Application – Applying in Multiple 
Application Periods

Parents Applying in Multiple Application Periods in the Online Parent 
Application
• The parent should only include the student(s) and school(s) they want to apply for the current application 

period in the Online Parent Application. 

• The parent should remove any students(s) and school(s) in the Online Parent Application to which they do 
not want to apply during the current application period.

• The applications submitted by the parent in the Online Parent Application during any previous open 
application period(s) will not be deleted in OAS. 



OAS Changes 

• WPCP Schools will no longer see Intent to Attend, 
Available WPCP Seats, or Final WPCP Seats on the 
left menu bar in OAS.

• Schools will now see Submit Apps to DPI.

• WPCP Schools will need to submit applications for 
the student status to change from “Verified” to 
“Submitted”.



Submitting Applications to DPI

• Schools in the WPCP will submit 
verified applications for students 
that accept seats.

• In the left menu bar, the school 
will click “Submit Apps to DPI.”



Submitting Applications to DPI (cont.)

• Schools will click the 
check box next to the 
student’s name and 
click save. 

• Schools can sort by 
grade, application 
periods, or multiple 
student applications.

• Schools may also 
change the number of 
rows that appear on a 
page as well as “Select 
All” or “Clear All.”



Random Selection

WPCP schools with more eligible applications than seats available 
for any grade level(s) will conduct a random selection and maintain 
a waiting list.

For information regarding the Random Selection:

• Review the Random Selection Agreement and the new Random 
Selection and Waiting List Guidance and Tips and Examples 
document at the Choice Programs: School Application Processing 
webpage.

• Attend the Random Selection Training on January 6, 2026.

https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing


Report Waiting List Students on Count Reports

• Schools will submit students on a 

waitlist in the September and 

January Count Reports.  

• Students with a “Verified” status and 

students with a “Submitted” status 

who do not meet the requirements 

to be counted will be included on the 

Waiting List page. 

• Only students with a “Submitted” 

status are eligible to be counted in a 

count report.



What remains the same for the WPCP?

• All applicants must apply for the program every year in the Online 

Parent Application and provide the school(s) to which they apply 

required documentation prior to the close of the application period in 

which the application.

• Students must meet the same WPCP eligibility requirements. 

• Schools must complete the verification of applications in OAS. 

• Schools must confirm that all incoming Choice pupils participating in the 

WPCP still reside at the address on their application as of the 3rd Friday 

in September. The school must obtain new residency documentation and 

complete the school district verification for those that moved and report 

the new address and/or school district on the September Count Report.



Resources

For additional information on topics covered in this presentation, 
please see the documents below on the Choice Programs: School 
Application Processing webpage:

• 2026-27 Application Process Bulletin

• 2026-27 Random Selection Agreement

• 2026-27 Random Selection and Waiting List Guidance and Tips and 
Examples document

• Student Eligibility and the Application Grade or Prior Year Requirement 
Bulletin

https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing
https://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs/student-applications-processing


Questions?



Contact Us

Website: http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-
options/choice-programs

Email: privateschoolchoice@dpi.wi.gov

Phone: 1-888-245-2732 ext. 3

http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
http://dpi.wi.gov/parental-education-options/choice-programs
mailto:privateschoolchoice@dpi.wi.gov
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