IMPORTANT UPDATE ABOUT THE UPCOMING WPCP REGISTRATION WINDOW
Returning families,

APPLY EARLY for 2026-27 or you could lose your spot!

The Wisconsin Parental Choice Program is making major updates for 2026-2027
o DISTRICT CAPS - District enrollment caps are being removed.

e NEW APPLICATION WINDOWS - Monthly application windows will now be used (see the table below
for dates). Each month, applications will be verified and Choice seats assigned. This is the application
method that has successfully been followed by Racine for years.

What Families Need to Know
e QUALIFY - Qualifying families are encouraged to apply.

e NEW APPLICANTS - Only incoming 4K-1% graders and new transfer students are eligible as new
applicants for WPCP at St. John’s.

Family Size Maximum Maximum Yearly
Yearly Income (Married)

Income (Single)

2 $46,530 N/A

3 $58,630 $65,630*
4 $70,730 $77,730*
5 $82,830 $89,830*
6 $94,930 $101,930*
7 $107,030 $114,030*
8 $119,130 $126,130*

For each additional member add $12,100



¢ RETURNING FAMILIES - All current voucher families (2025-26) must reapply on the DPI website for the
2026-2027 school year.

¢ You are strongly encouraged to apply in the February window so that your students will be in the
highest priority preference order while all Choice seats are still available. Every month, the number of
available seats will be reduced as applications are verified.

e Submit your application on the DPI website and then bring your proof of residency to St. John’s during
the same application window.

State-Established Preference Order

o After applications are verified for each monthly window, available Choice seats will be reserved for
verified students. Per DPI guidelines, St. John’s will be following the state-established and approved
random lottery selection sequential order shown below.

Priority Description of Group

1st Students who attended the private school under any Choice program during the

previous year
2nd Siblings of students under number 1

3rd Students who attended a different private school under any Choice program during
the previous year

4th Siblings of students under number 3

5th Siblings of students who have been randomly accepted to attend the private school
under the Choice program, but who did not attend a private school under any Choice
program the previous year, as well as other new students

For the 2026-2027 school year, the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP) application window is shifting
to a tighter timeline with more frequent, smaller, and specific application periods rather than one long,
extended window. Parents will have shorter, approximately three-week windows to submit required income
and residency documentation.

Key Changes and Action Items for 2026-2027:

¢ Shorter Documentation Windows: The previous, long, continuous application period (February-April) is
being replaced. Parents must now submit all required documentation within tighter, specific
timeframes, often only three weeks, rather than having months to complete the process.



¢ Multiple Application Periods: Schools are using more, shorter application periods starting February 2,
2026, and running in monthly segments (e.g., Feb 2-20, March 1-20, April 1-20, etc.).

e Cap on Participants: The total number of participants in the WPCP may be capped based on the 2025-
2026 school year, potentially leading to random selection if demand exceeds capacity.

o Documentation Deadline: All necessary income and residency documentation must be submitted
directly to the school by the deadline to be eligible.

Important Reminders:

e Application Opens: February 2, 2026.

¢ Income Requirement: Families must have an Adjusted Gross Income at or below 220% of the federal
poverty level.

¢ No Late Documents: Late applications or late required documents will not be accepted.

It is essential to check with specific schools, as they may have slightly different, but compliant, schedules for
these new, shorter periods.



The Wisconsin Parental Choice Program is making major updates for 2026-2027
Returning Families, please APPLY EARLY or you might lose your seat!

e DISTRICT CAPS - School district enroliment caps are being removed.

e NEW APPLICATION WINDOWS - Monthly application windows will now be used (see the table below for dates).
Each month, applications will be verified and Choice seats assigned.

What Families Need to Know
e QUALIFY - Qualifying families are encouraged to apply.

e NEW APPLICANTS - Students entering PK 4, Kindergarten, or 1st grade, and/or those transferring from
another public school or home school at any grade level are eligible as new applicants for WPCP.

¢ RETURNING FAMILIES - All current voucher 25-26 families must reapply on the DPI website for the
2026-2027 school year.

o You are strongly encouraged to apply in the February window so that your students will be in
the highest priority preference order while all Choice seats are still available. Every month, the
number of available seats will be reduced as applications are verified.

o Submit your application on the DPI website and then bring your proof of residency to St. John’s
during the same application window.

Application Periods
We are encouraging all current WPCP families to apply before February 20!

Application . o .
. Application Open Date Application Closing Date
Period
February February 2, 2026 February 20, 2026
March March 1, 2026 March 20, 2026

April April 1, 2026 April 20, 2026



WPCP Income Eligibility Chart

e Adjusted Gross Income

e *NOTE - Figures in the right column are not listed on the DPI site, but reflect the $7,000 adjustment for
married couples with children.

Family Size Maximum Maximum Yearly

Yearly Income (Married)
Income (Single)

2 $46,530 N/A

3 $58,630 $65,630*
4 $70,730 $77,730*
5 $82,830 $89,830*
6 $94,930 $101,930*
7 $107,030 $114,030*
8 $119,130 $126,130%

For each additional member add $12,100

This program is based on your household's adjusted gross income, which can be reduced
by contributions to your traditional 401(k), traditional IRA and Health Savings Account (HSA).

If you have any questions regarding the program or application process, please contact Principal Peter Lemke
at plemke@sjjlwels.org

Steps to Apply for Parental Choice at St. John’s

1. Fill out the online application through the WPCP website.

Note: An e-mail address is required to register. Communications on the status of applications and the steps
necessary to complete them will be e-mailed to the parent or legal guardian.

Once an application is electronically submitted, the parent or guardian will be able to correct it online until the
final day of the application period. Be sure to record the e-mail address and password that you use. Missing or
incorrect information will cause problems processing applications and may cause a student to be ineligible.



2. Provide Proof of Residency. St. John’s must be given a copy of ONE of the following documents. It must be
current and within the last 3 months of the month you apply in.

e Current water, gas, electric, cable, satellite, or landline phone bill. (Cell phone & internet bills are NOT
acceptable).

e Property tax bill or current (signed and dated) lease agreement
e Current wage statement (can be a year-end W2)

e Recent government correspondence. Current benefits statements from access.wisconsin.gov

3. Families applying to the WPCP for the first time need to provide income documentation. St. John’s prefers
that families select the DOR Method.

DOR Method (Preferred Method): Possibly provide your Social Security Number(s) of parents/guardians

DPI Method Documentation (Secondary Method): Acceptable documentation includes:
A copy of the first two pages of your 1040 Federal Income Tax Return for 2024. It needs to be signed and dated
by the taxpayers.

OR

If your taxes are not completed, you may submit copies of all 2024 income documentation (employer W2s,
1099s, etc).

OR

If you do not file income tax, you must provide copies of all other income documentation for 2024 (social
security statements, unemployment compensation statements, child support statements, etc).

**DPl or DOR?**
There are two methods by which families may determine their financial eligibility:

The DOR (Department of Revenue) method is St. John’s preferred one and requires the parent(s) to provide
their social security numbers or taxpayer identification numbers during the online application. The parent
enters these numbers into the state’s online system and the Wisconsin Department of Revenue determines
income eligibility for the program.

The DPI (Department of Public Instruction) method is a series of income questions that are answered in the
initial online application. Once completed, the parent(s) must provide hard copies of income documentation to
St. John’s as directed in the application. The school then verifies that the student meets the WPCP’s income
requirements.

What else should families do?

Know that when the application period closes, St. John’s must have all required income and residency
documents in its possession. If these materials are not at John’s by the end of that school day, the WPCP



application is ineligible. Submitting income and residency documentation well before the deadline makes it
possible for us to follow up if necessary.

As a participant in the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program, St. John’s Lutheran is required to annually
communicate the release of the DPI School Report Cards for our school along with a list of all educational
options available to families in the state.

DPI School Report Card
The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) creates School Report Cards and District Report Cards for publicly

funded schools and districts in the state. Report cards for private schools participating in the choice program
are required by law. The Report Cards are intended to help schools see a clear picture of how well they are
preparing students to be ready for the next educational step — including the next grade level, graduation,
college, and careers. St. John’s All-School Report Cards, as well as those of all other Wisconsin public and
private schools participating in Choice programs, are available through the DPI website link below.

St. John’s Lutheran Choice Report Card




