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The Beginning of the End: It’s Time to Speak Truth to Power
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Welcome to St. John’s!
A few notes about our service:

Offering: The members of St. John’s support the ministry of this
congregation through regular, proportionate, and joyful offerings. If you're
visiting today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. However, if
you would like to give, you can scan the code to give digitally, or place an
offering in the plates in the back of church.

Sign in: During the service our members and guests fill out the Friendship
Register located at the end of the pew. Digital sign-in: scan the QR code, log
in using your breeze password, go to “events”, pick the appropriate service,
search your name, and check it. IF YOU DO NOT have a Breeze account set
up, use the following to log in: User: zzcheckincomp Password: JesusLovesor and
follow the same directions.

Lord’s Supper: We recognize that in the Lord’s Supper, God gives us an
extraordinary gift: Jesus’ own body and blood to reassure us of our forgiveness and
to strengthen our faith. It is, however, a gift that is given with certain
responsibilities: It is only for those who are prepared to receive it, and who
understand what they are receiving. It is also a way for us to express a unity in
faith. Therefore, we ask that only members of church bodies with whom we are in
fellowship (WELS and ELS) receive communion. Others, please speak with a
pastor about our beliefs prior to receiving the Lord’s Supper.

Communion Flow

For Your Convenience: Restrooms, a drinking fountain, and a room for parents
with small children are all located in the lower level. Follow the hallway at the
bottom of the stairs.

Families with small children, you are welcome to sit anywhere in the
sanctuary. However, if you wish to be seated closer to an exit, the pews in the back
of church are set aside to make the worship service more convenient for the needs
of the little ones.



Today’s order of service is setting one (CW 154-171). The service is printed entirely in
this worship folder or on the screens.

Greeting

Hymn: Fight the Good Fight CW 876
Please stand

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

Confession W 155

M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
C: Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

M: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by
his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the
grave. We have peace with God now and forever.

C: Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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C:  Lord, have mer - cy.

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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C: A - men.
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Glory Be to God on High CW 157
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have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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The Word
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M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray. Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every
evil of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases
you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7
The Lord pictures his patient love in a story about the owner of a vineyard.

'l will sing for the one I love
a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside.
*He dug it up and cleared it of stones
and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it
and cut out a winepress as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,
but it yielded only bad fruit.

3“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
4What more could have been done for my vineyard
than I have done for it?
When I looked for good grapes,
why did it yield only bad?
5Now I will tell you
what [ am going to do to my vineyard:
[ will take away its hedge,
and it will be destroyed;
I will break down its wall,
and it will be trampled.
T will make it a wasteland,
neither pruned nor cultivated,
and briers and thorns will grow there.
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I will command the clouds
not to rain on it.”

7The vineyard of the LORD Almighty
is the nation of Israel,

and the people of Judah
are the vines he delighted in.

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed;
for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Cornerstone The Grace Notes

By Eric Liljero, Reuben Morgan, and Jonas Myrin, Choral setting by Lloyd Larson

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame but holy lean on Jesus’ name.

Refrain: Christ alone, Cornerstone,
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love.
Through the storm he is Lord, Lord of all.

When darkness seems to hide his face, I rest on his unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found.
Dressed in his righteousness alone faultless, stand before the throne. Refrain

Second Reading Philippians 3:12-21

God prompts us to respond to his grace by living differently from the enemies of the
cross of Christ.

2Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but
I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 3Brothers
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, *I press on



toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus.

SAll of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on
some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. *Only let us
live up to what we have already attained.

Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you
have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. *®For, as I have
often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies
of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and
their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. >*°But our
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, *who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control,
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Devotion

Please stand
Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:10
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Gospel Matthew 21:33-43
Jesus tells the parable of the tenants to call leaders to repentance.

33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He
put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented
the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 3¥When the harvest
time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.

35“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a
third. 3°Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the
tenants treated them the same way. 37Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will
respect my son,” he said.

33“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.” 39So they took him and threw him
out of the vineyard and killed him.

4°“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?”

4“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will
rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at
harvest time.”

+Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

« ¢

The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

the Lord has done this,

and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

4“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people who will produce its fruit.

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  cw 862
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Sermon

Please stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

11



Prayer of the Church Spoken by Pastor

The Sacrament

Please stand

Preface CW 165

M: The Lord be with you.
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C: And al - so with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
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C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

g — [r— 7 Y
| | | | | % % %
[ J P
% s o 4 o o o o
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in
his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in
glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving W 168

M: We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you
sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through
him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises,
he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who
believe in you.

M: As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit,
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son,
Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer CW 168

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution CW 168

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this
is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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Be seated

Continuous Distribution
Out of love, we invite only those in fellowship with us to commune. If not a
member of WELS or ELS, please speak to a pastor before receiving communion.

Distribution Hymn: Jesus Comes Today with Healing CW 668

Communion Blessing

Please stand

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: his mercy endures forever.

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love
for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be seated

Closing Hymn: I’m But a Stranger Here CW 853
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