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Welcome to St. John’s!
A few notes about our service:

Offering: The members of St. John’s support the ministry of this
congregation through regular, proportionate, and joyful offerings. If you're
visiting today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. However, if
you would like to give, you can scan the code to give digitally, or place an
offering in the plates in the back of church.

Sign in: During the service our members and guests fill out the Friendship
Register located at the end of the pew. Digital sign-in: scan the QR code, log
in using your breeze password, go to “events”, pick the appropriate service,
search your name, and check it. IF YOU DO NOT have a Breeze account set
up, use the following to log in: User: zzcheckincomp Password: JesusLovesor and
follow the same directions.

Lord’s Supper: We recognize that in the Lord’s Supper, God gives us an
extraordinary gift: Jesus’ own body and blood to reassure us of our forgiveness and
to strengthen our faith. It is, however, a gift that is given with certain
responsibilities: It is only for those who are prepared to receive it, and who
understand what they are receiving. It is also a way for us to express a unity in
faith. Therefore, we ask that only members of church bodies with whom we are in
fellowship (WELS and ELS) receive communion. Others, please speak with a
pastor about our beliefs prior to receiving the Lord’s Supper.

Communion Flow

For Your Convenience: Restrooms, a drinking fountain, and a room for parents
with small children are all located in the lower level. Follow the hallway at the
bottom of the stairs.

Families with small children, you are welcome to sit anywhere in the
sanctuary. However, if you wish to be seated closer to an exit, the pews in the back
of church are set aside to make the worship service more convenient for the needs
of the little ones.



Today’s liturgy is Setting Eight from Christian Worship. The canticles (liturgy
songs) use only German hymn tunes. The whole service is printed in this worship
folder or on the screens.

Greeting
Hymn: Amazing Grace CW 576
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Please stand

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

Confession

M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.



M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
C: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like
lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our
hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

M: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by
his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the
grave. We have peace with God now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.



Glory to God in the Highest: Gloria CW 1039

Tune: MUNICH
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The Word

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray. Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and promise to
reward us according to your grace. Help us to rid our minds of worldly
expectations and rejoice that you freely pour out the blessings of salvation to
all people; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



Be seated

First Reading Jonah 3:10—4:11
Jonah is perplexed by the amazing grace of God.

“When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he
relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.

But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. *He prayed to
the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I
tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents
from sending calamity. 3Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to
die than to live.”

4But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”

5Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made
himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the
city. °Then the LORD God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over
Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very
happy about the plant. 7But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which
chewed the plant so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God provided a
scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint.
He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”

9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”

“It is,” he said. “And I'm so angry I wish I were dead.”

But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you
did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight.
"And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their
right hand from their left—and also many animals?”

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Second Reading Romans 9:6-16
God shows his mercy and grace to those he chooses.

°It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended
from Israel are Israel. 7Nor because they are his descendants are they all
Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring
will be reckoned.” 8In other words, it is not the children by physical descent
who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded
as Abraham’s offspring. 9For this was how the promise was stated: “At the
appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”

1°Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by
our father Isaac. "Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good
or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: *not by works
but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 3Just
as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”

4What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! >For he says to Moses,

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”

%It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Devotion
Please stand

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:8

M: Alleluia. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. Alleluia.
C: Alleluia.



Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a story of God’s amazing generosity.

14

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius
for the day and sent them into his vineyard.

3“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the
marketplace doing nothing. “He told them, ‘You also go and work in my
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” 5So they went.

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did
the same thing. *About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others
standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day
long doing nothing?’

7“ ‘Because no one has hired us,” they answered.

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’

8“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call
the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and
going on to the first.’

9“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each
received a denarius. °So when those came who were hired first, they expected
to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. "When they
received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. *These who were
hired last worked only one hour,” they said, ‘and you have made them equal to
us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’

B“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t
you agree to work for a denarius? “Take your pay and go. [ want to give the
one who was hired last the same as I gave you. >Don’t | have the right to do
what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’

16“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Hymn of the Day: By Grace I’'m Saved W 575
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated
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Prayer of the Church Spoken by Pastor

The Sacrament

Please stand

Preface

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in
his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in
glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:

11



Holy, Holy, Holy: Sanctus CW 1052

Tune: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

M: We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom
you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace.
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the
incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.

M: As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit,
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father,
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this
is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God: Agnus Dei CW 1060
Tune: WENN WIR IN HOCHSTEN NOTEN SEIN
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Be seated

Continuous Distribution
Out of love, we invite only those in fellowship with us to commune. If not a member of
WELS or ELS, please speak to a pastor before receiving communion.

Distribution Hymn: | Come, O Savior, to Your Table CW 670

Communion Blessing

Please stand

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: his mercy endures forever.

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love
for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be seated
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Hymn: God Loves Me Dearly CW 583
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dear - ly, God loves me dear - ly, loves e - ven me.
Text: August Rische, 1819-1906; tr. composite

Tune: German
Text and tune: Public domain
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