
1 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Jefferson, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unexpected Truths: I Am My Brother’s Keeper 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

September 3 & 6, 2026  

 



2 

 

Welcome to St. John’s! 
 
A few notes about our service: 

  
Offering:  The members of St. John’s support the ministry of this 
congregation through regular, proportionate, and joyful offerings. If you’re 
visiting today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.  However, if 
you would like to give, you can scan the code to give digitally, or place an 
offering in the plates in the back of church.  
   
Sign in:  During the service our members and guests fill out the Friendship 
Register located at the end of the pew.  Digital sign-in: scan the QR code, log 
in using your breeze password, go to “events”, pick the appropriate service, 
search your name, and check it. IF YOU DO NOT have a Breeze account set 
up, use the following to log in: User: zzcheckincomp Password: JesusLoves01 and 
follow the same directions. 
  
Lord’s Supper: We recognize that in the Lord’s Supper, God gives us an 
extraordinary gift: Jesus’ own body and blood to reassure us of our forgiveness and 
to strengthen our faith. It is, however, a gift that is given with certain 
responsibilities: It is only for those who are prepared to receive it, and who 
understand what they are receiving.  It is also a way for us to express a unity in 
faith. Therefore, we ask that only members of church bodies with whom we are in 
fellowship (WELS and ELS) receive communion. Others, please speak with a 
pastor about our beliefs prior to receiving the Lord’s Supper. 

 
  
For Your Convenience: Restrooms, a drinking fountain, and a room for parents 
with small children are all located in the lower level.  Follow the hallway at the 
bottom of the stairs.  
 
Families with small children, you are welcome to sit anywhere in the 
sanctuary. However, if you wish to be seated closer to an exit, the pews in the back 
of church are set aside to make the worship service more convenient for the needs 
of the little ones.  



3 

 

Today’s liturgy is Setting Two from Christian Worship, found on pages 172-187. The 
entirety of the service is printed in this worship folder or on the screens. 

Opening Hymn: In Adam We Have All Been One CW 565 

Greeting 

Please stand 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Confession CW 173 

M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.  

 

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like 

lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our 

hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

M: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by 

his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the 

grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

  M: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

 
  M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

C: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

C: 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996 
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The Word 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with 

your never­failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide 

us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7–11 

The Lord told Ezekiel if he didn’t warn the Israelites about their sin, he was going to hold 
Ezekiel accountable.  

 7“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the 

word I speak and give them warning from me. 8When I say to the wicked, ‘You 

wicked person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them 

from their ways, that wicked person will die for their sin, and I will hold you 

accountable for their blood. 9But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from 

their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself 

will be saved. 

 10“Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses 

and sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can 

we live?” ’ 11Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and 

live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?’ 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



8 

 

Second Reading Galatians 2:11–16 

Paul wins his brother Cephas (Peter) over to the truth of the gospel.  

 11When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 

condemned. 12For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the 

Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from 

the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision 

group. 13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even 

Barnabas was led astray. 

 14When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said 

to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not 

like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

 15“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16know that a person is not 

justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put 

our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the 

works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Devotion 

Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation 1 Timothy 2:4 
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Gospel Matthew 18:15–20 

Jesus teaches us how to practice Christian discipline lovingly.  

 15“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two 

of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16But if they will not listen, 

take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the 

testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the 

church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a 

pagan or a tax collector. 

 18“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

 19“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask 

for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three 

gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day: Jesus Sinners Does Receive CW 654 

Sermon: Turn to the Lord and Live! Ezekiel 33:7-11 

Please stand 
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Nicene Creed CW 182 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church                 Spoken by Pastor 

The Sacrament 
 

Please stand 

Preface CW 183 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

  

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in 

his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in 

glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving CW 185 

M: Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You 

created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy, you saved us. We 

give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

M: Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became 

obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for 

sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors 
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of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and 

gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

M: Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember 

his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope 

of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship 

you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer CW 185 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution CW 186 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Be seated 

 

Continuous Distribution 
 Out of love, we invite only those in fellowship with us to commune. If not a member of 
WELS or ELS, please speak to a pastor before receiving communion. 
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Distribution Hymn: Salvation unto Us Has Come CW 558 

Please stand 

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

C: his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 

have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated 

Closing Hymn: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me CW 839 
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Serving Today 
  

Preacher ......................................................................... Pastor David Shilling 
Keyboard .......................................................................................... Josh Mose 
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