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We are very pleased that you have joined us.  A few notes about our 
service: 
  
Offering:  The members of St. John’s support the ministry of 
this congregation through regular, proportional, and joyful 
offerings. If you’re visiting today, please do not feel obligated to 
give an offering.  However, if you would like to give, you can 
scan the code to give digitally, or place an offering in the plates 
in the back of church.  
   
Sign in:  During the service, our members and guests fill out the 
Friendship Register located at the end of the pew.  Digital sign-in: 
scan the QR code, log in using your breeze password, go to 
“events”, pick the appropriate service, search your name, and 
check it. If you don’t have a Breeze account set up, use the following to log in: 
User: zzcheckincomp Password: JesusLoves01 and follow the same directions. 
  
Order of Service: We follow a liturgical order of service. The service can be 
followed in its entirety by only the use of this bulletin. The hymn numbers and 
page numbers refer to the blue hymn book (CW for Christian Worship). If you are 
visiting today and are unfamiliar with the liturgy or hymns, do not feel obligated 
to participate in the singing; rather –    enjoy the music and join us in the singing 
as you are comfortable. If you are unable to or uncomfortable with standing 
during the service, please do not feel obligated to stand.  
 
For Your Convenience: Rest rooms, a drinking fountain, and a room for quieting 
small children are all located in the lower level.  Follow the hallway at the bottom 
of the stairs. Audio amplifiers are available from the ushers.  If you have questions 
or need help, please ask an usher or greeter in the back of the church.   
 
St. John’s Lutheran worship services may be recorded and streamed to 
YouTube. By attending you are consenting to the use of your image and sound for 
our church’s worship and promotional purposes. Our fellowship hall in the lower 
level is a space to worship without cameras and microphones.  
 
Families with small children, you are welcome to sit anywhere in the 
sanctuary. However, if you wish to be seated closer to an exit, the pews in the back 
of church are set aside to make the worship service more convenient for the needs 
of the little ones.  
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Hymn: Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW 867 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (Ref): Constance Dever, b. 1960 
Tune: Constance Dever, b. 1960 
Text and tune: © 2018 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. Integrity Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996 
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Greeting 

Please stand 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Confession CW 172 

M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C: Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



5 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

  M: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

 
  M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

C: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

C: 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996 
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The Word 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and 

shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross 

daily and follow him wherever he leads; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated 

First Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 

When Jeremiah complained about carrying his cross, the Lord called on him to repent 
and promised salvation. 

15LORD, you understand; 

 remember me and care for me. 

 Avenge me on my persecutors. 

You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 

 think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 
16When your words came, I ate them; 

 they were my joy and my heart’s delight, 

for I bear your name, 

 LORD God Almighty. 
17I never sat in the company of revelers, 

 never made merry with them; 

I sat alone because your hand was on me 

 and you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unending 

 and my wound grievous and incurable? 
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You are to me like a deceptive brook, 

 like a spring that fails. 

 19Therefore this is what the LORD says: 

“If you repent, I will restore you 

 that you may serve me; 

if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 

 you will be my spokesman. 

Let this people turn to you, 

 but you must not turn to them. 
20I will make you a wall to this people, 

 a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you 

 but will not overcome you, 

for I am with you 

 to rescue and save you,” 

declares the LORD. 
21“I will save you from the hands of the wicked 

 and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day: LORD, You Are My Refuge Psalm 31B 

A soloist will sing the first refrain and first stanza. Plea se join for the rest of the Psalm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Refrain 
Refrain 
Refrain 
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Second Reading Romans 8:18–25 

No cross can compare with the crown of glory that is waiting. 

 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 

glory that will be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation 

for the children of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to 

frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, 

in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 

brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who 

have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 

adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were 

saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 

have? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Devotion 

Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34 

 

 

M: Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me.  

C: Refrain 
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Gospel Matthew 16:21–26 

Jesus calls his Church to walk in his path. First comes the cross, then comes the crown.  

 21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests 

and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be 

raised to life. 

 22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. 

“This shall never happen to you!” 

 23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 

block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 

concerns.” 

 24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to 

save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26What 

good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or 

what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 

  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day: Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken CW 694 

Sermon: “For I Am with You,” Declares the LORD  

I. In the Cross 

II. In the Crown 

Please stand 
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Apostles’ Creed CW 181 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated  

Prayer of the Church  CW 182 

M: Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive 

our sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

C: Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

M: Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. 

Fill them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all 

people. 

C: Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
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M: Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives 

to love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to 

grasp the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. 

Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 

C: Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts 

and minds. 

  

M: Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give 

us respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of 

our fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

C: Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 

proclaimed to all. 

  

M: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 

Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 

good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

C: Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in 

you. 

  

M: Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or 

mind. [Pour out your special blessing on . . . ] Give patience and compassion to 

all who care for the sick and dying. 

C: Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

M: Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. 

Hear our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and 

grace. 

C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Please stand 
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Closing Prayer                       CW 171 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May 

we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened 

and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer CW 171 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing CW 171 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated 
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Closing Hymn: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers CW 493 sts. 1–3 
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