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Welcome to St. John’s! 
 
We are very pleased that you have joined us.  A few notes about our 
service: 
  
Offering:  The members of St. John’s support the ministry of 
this congregation through regular, proportional, and joyful 
offerings. If you’re visiting today, please do not feel obligated to 
give an offering.  However, if you would like to give, you can 
scan the code to give digitally, or place an offering in the plates 
in the back of church.  
   
Sign in:  During the service, our members and guests fill out the 
Friendship Register located at the end of the pew.  Digital sign-in: 
scan the QR code, log in using your breeze password, go to 
“events”, pick the appropriate service, search your name, and 
check it. If you don’t have a Breeze account set up, use the following to log in: 
User: zzcheckincomp Password: JesusLoves01 and follow the same directions. 
  
Order of Service: We follow a liturgical order of service. The service can be 
followed in its entirety by only the use of this bulletin or the screens. The hymn 
numbers and page numbers refer to the blue hymn book (CW for Christian 
Worship). If you are visiting today and are unfamiliar with the liturgy or hymns, 
do not feel obligated to participate in the singing; rather –    enjoy the music and 
join us in the singing as you are comfortable. If you are unable to or 
uncomfortable with standing during the service, please do not feel obligated to 
stand.  
 
For Your Convenience: Rest rooms, a drinking fountain, and a room for quieting 
small children are all located in the lower level.  Follow the hallway at the bottom 
of the stairs. Audio amplifiers are available from the ushers.  If you have questions 
or need help, please ask an usher or greeter in the back of the church.   
 
St. John’s Lutheran worship services may be recorded and streamed to 
YouTube. By attending you are consenting to the use of your image and sound for 
our church’s worship and promotional purposes. Our fellowship hall in the lower 
level is a space to worship without cameras and microphones.  
 
Families with small children, you are welcome to sit anywhere in the 
sanctuary. However, if you wish to be seated closer to an exit, the pews in the back 
of church are set aside to make the worship service more convenient for the needs 
of the little ones.  
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Today’s order of service is setting six (American hymn tunes). The service is printed 
entirely in this worship folder or on the screens. 

Hymn: Speak, O Lord CW 633 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

Greeting 

Please stand  

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Confession 

M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C: Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

  

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

  

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen. 

Glory to God in the Highest 
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The Word 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 55:6–11 

God’s word produces the fruit that God desires.  
6Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

 call on him while he is near. 
7Let the wicked forsake their ways 

 and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 

 and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

8“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 

9“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10As the rain and the snow 

 come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

 without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 
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 so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

 It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

 and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day: Every Heart Its Tribute Pays Psalm 65B 
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:5–11 

We sow the seed of God’s Word, but only he can make it grow.  

 5What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you 

came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed, 

Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7So neither the one who 

plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 
8The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each 

be rewarded according to their own labor. 9For we are co-workers in God’s service; 

you are God’s field, God’s building. 

 10By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and 

someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11For no one 

can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Devotion 

Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 55:11 

M: Alleluia.  My word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I 

desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia.  

C: Alleluia.  

Gospel Matthew 13:1–9,18–23 

Jesus pictures ministry as a planter scattering seed.  

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2Such large 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the 

people stood on the shore. 3Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 

farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 

path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not 

have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the 

sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 
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root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8Still 

other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty 

times what was sown. 9Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

 18“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19When anyone hears the 

message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 

snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 
20The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at 

once receives it with joy. 21But since they have no root, they last only a short time. 

When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 
22The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the 

worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it 

unfruitful. 23But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the 

word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, 

sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast CW 644 

Sermon 

Please stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 
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    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church  

M: Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the 
gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise 
you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
C: Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
M: Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith 
may grow and love toward all may increase. 
C: Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  
M: Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train 
them in lives of faith. 
C: Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all 
godly walks of life. 
  
M: Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, 
administer, and judge our laws. 
C: Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
M: Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, 
medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for 
those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 
C: Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
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M: Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .} 
Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for 
whom death draws near. 
C: Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
M: We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who 
now rest from their labors, [especially . . .]. Console those who are mourning or 
living with sadness. 
C: Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
M: Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
C: Amen. 

Hymn: Good News of God Above     CW 905 

Please stand 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 

so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and 

comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated 

Hymn: On What Has Now Been Sown CW 925 

 

Serving Today 
  

Preacher ..................................................................................... Pastor Martin 
Keyboard ............................................................................... Mrs. Tina Ulrich 
Ushers ................................................................................ Kutz/Klug/Stauffer 
Helpers in His House ............................................................ Wollin/Werner 
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