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Welcome to St. John’s! 
 
A few notes about our service: 

  
Offering:  The members of St. John’s support the ministry of this 
congregation through regular, proportionate, and joyful offerings. If you’re 
visiting today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.  However, if 
you would like to give, you can scan the code to give digitally, or place an 
offering in the plates in the back of church.  
   
Sign in:  During the service our members and guests fill out the Friendship 
Register located at the end of the pew.  Digital sign-in: scan the QR code, log 
in using your breeze password, go to “events”, pick the appropriate service, 
search your name, and check it. IF YOU DO NOT have a Breeze account set 
up, use the following to log in: User: zzcheckincomp Password: JesusLoves01 and 
follow the same directions. 
  
Lord’s Supper: We recognize that in the Lord’s Supper, God gives us an 
extraordinary gift: Jesus’ own body and blood to reassure us of our forgiveness and 
to strengthen our faith. It is, however, a gift that is given with certain 
responsibilities: It is only for those who are prepared to receive it, and who 
understand what they are receiving.  It is also a way for us to express a unity in 
faith. Therefore, we ask that only members of church bodies with whom we are in 
fellowship (WELS and ELS) receive communion. Others, please speak with a 
pastor about our beliefs prior to receiving the Lord’s Supper. 

 
  
For Your Convenience: Restrooms, a drinking fountain, and a room for parents 
with small children are all located in the lower level.  Follow the hallway at the 
bottom of the stairs.  
 
Families with small children, you are welcome to sit anywhere in the 
sanctuary. However, if you wish to be seated closer to an exit, the pews in the back 
of church are set aside to make the worship service more convenient for the needs 
of the little ones.  
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Today’s order of service is setting six (American Hymn Tunes). The service is printed 
entirely in this worship folder or on the screens.  

Opening Hymn: O Lord of Nations CW 773 sts. 1–4, 7 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurie F. Gauger, b. 1965 
Tune: Ernest R. Kroeger, 1862–1934 
Text: © 2001 Laurie F. Gauger, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996 

 

Greeting: “God Bless Our Native Land”                            Sunday Morning 

Amara Hussman – Saxophone 
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Please stand 

 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Confession 

M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C: Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

M: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his 

death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We 

have peace with God now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

  

M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

  

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

  

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen. 

Glory to God in the Highest  
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The Word 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. Almighty God, you have given us a land where we are free to read 

and hear your Word, confess your name, and work together for the extension of 

your kingdom. Preserve the liberty you have given us for generations to come, that 

the power of the gospel may increase and be a blessing for all the nations of the 

earth. 

C: Amen. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Daniel 1:3–21 

We learn from Daniel how to live in two kingdoms. 

 3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the 

king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 
4young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every 

kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the 

king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 
5The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. 

They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s 

service. 

 6Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah. 7The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 

Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, 

Abednego. 

 8But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he 

asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9Now God had 

caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, 10but the official told 

Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. 

Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The 

king would then have my head because of you.” 
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 11Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days: 

Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13Then compare our 

appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your 

servants in accordance with what you see.” 14So he agreed to this and tested them 

for ten days. 

 15At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any 

of the young men who ate the royal food. 16So the guard took away their choice 

food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 

 17To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds 

of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all 

kinds. 

 18At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief 

official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king talked with them, and he 

found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the 

king’s service. 20In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the 

king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 

enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

 21And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 13:1–7 

God has established governmental authority.  

 1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 

except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God. 2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is 

rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves. 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 

those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 

Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4For the one in authority is 

God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear 

the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring 

punishment on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the 

authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of 

conscience. 
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 6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give 

their full time to governing. 7Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe 

taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then 

honor. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Devotion 

Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation 

M: Alleluia. In Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over 

every power and authority. Alleluia. 

C: Alleluia.  

Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 

Give to the government what is the government’s and to God what is God’s.  

 15Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16They 

sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we 

know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in 

accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no 

attention to who they are. 17Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the 

imperial tax to Caesar or not?” 

 18But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying 

to trap me? 19Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a 

denarius, 20and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 

 21“Caesar’s,” they replied. 

 Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what 

is God’s.” 

 22When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 

  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

Hymn: Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him CW 619 sts. 1–3 
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Sermon: What Image Does It Bear Matthew 22:15-22 

1. The Coin 
2. You 

Please stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,  seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church Spoken by Pastor 

The Sacrament 
 

Please stand 

Preface 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

  

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Holy, Holy, Holy: Sanctus (Amer) - WEBB CW 1011 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you 

sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through 

him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, 

conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, 

he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who 

believe in you. 

  

M: As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have 

gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, 

unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this 

is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1835 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996 

Be seated 

Continuous Distribution 

 Out of love, we invite only those in fellowship with us to commune. If not a 
member of WELS or ELS, please speak to a pastor before receiving communion. 
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Distribution Hymn: Take and Eat CW 676 

A soloist will sing the verses. Please join in singing the refrain.  

 

 

 
 
1 I am the Word that spoke and light was made; I am the seed that died to be reborn; I 

am the bread that comes from heav’n above; I am the vine that fills your cup with 

joy. (Refrain) 

 

2 I am the way that leads the exile home; I am the truth that sets the captive free; I am 

the life that raises up the dead; I am your peace, true peace my gift to you. (Refrain) 

 

3 I am the Lamb that takes away your sin; I am the gate that guards you night and 

day; you are my flock: you know the shepherd’s voice; you are my own: your ransom 

is my blood. (Refrain) 

 

4 I am the cornerstone that God has laid; a chosen stone and precious in his eyes; you 

are God’s dwelling-place, on me you rest; like living stones, a temple for God’s 

praise. (Refrain) 

 

5 I am the light that came into the world; I am the light that darkness cannot hide; I 

am the Morning Star that never sets; lift up your face, in you my light will shine. 

(Refrain) 

 

6 I am the first and last, the Living One; I am the Lord who died that you might live; I 

am the bridegroom, this my wedding song; you are my bride, come to the marriage 

feast. (Refrain) 

Text (sts. 1–6): James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010; (Ref): Michael Joncas, b. 1951 
Text (sts. 1–6): © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications; (Ref): © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. 710996 
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Communion Blessing 

Please stand 

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

C: his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love 

for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated 

The closing hymn is printed on the next page.  
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Hymn: God Bless Our Native Land CW 774 

 

 

 
 

 

Serving Today 
  

Preacher .................................................................................... Pastor Kesting 
Keyboard .......................................................................................... Josh Mose 
Ushers ........................................................................Pitzner/Wollin/Luedkte 
Helpers in His House ............................................................ Wollin/Werner 
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