St. John’s Lutheran Church
Jefferson, WI
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Say It Out Loud: Love God Above All
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 25 & 28, 2026



Welcome to St. John’s!

We are very pleased that you have joined us. A few notes about our
service:

Offering: The members of St. John’s support the ministry of
this congregation through regular, proportional, and joyful
offerings. If you're visiting today, please do not feel obligated to
give an offering. However, if you would like to give, you can
scan the code to give digitally, or place an offering in the plates
in the back of church.

Sign in: During the service, our members and guests fill out the
Friendship Register located at the end of the pew. Digital sign-in:
scan the QR code, log in using your breeze password, go to
“events”, pick the appropriate service, search your name, and ;
check it. If you don’t have a Breeze account set up, use the following to log in:
User: zzcheckincomp Password: JesusLoveso1 and follow the same directions.

Order of Service: We follow a liturgical order of service. The service can be
followed in its entirety by only the use of this bulletin or the screens. The hymn
numbers and page numbers refer to the blue hymn book (CW for Christian
Worship). If you are visiting today and are unfamiliar with the liturgy or hymns,
do not feel obligated to participate in the singing; rather - enjoy the music and
join us in the singing as you are comfortable. If you are unable to or
uncomfortable with standing during the service, please do not feel obligated to
stand.

For Your Convenience: Rest rooms, a drinking fountain, and a room for quieting
small children are all located in the lower level. Follow the hallway at the bottom
of the stairs. Audio amplifiers are available from the ushers. If you have questions
or need help, please ask an usher or greeter in the back of the church.

St. John’s Lutheran worship services may be recorded and streamed to
YouTube. By attending you are consenting to the use of your image and sound for
our church’s worship and promotional purposes. Our fellowship hall in the lower
level is a space to worship without cameras and microphones.

Families with small children, you are welcome to sit anywhere in the
sanctuary. However, if you wish to be seated closer to an exit, the pews in the back
of church are set aside to make the worship service more convenient for the needs
of the little ones.



Today’s order of service is setting one (CW 154-171). The service is printed entirely in
this worship folder or on the screens.

Hymn: Fight the Good Fight CW 876

Greeting

Please stand

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

Confession CW 154

M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
C: Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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C:  Lord, have mer - cy.

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
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C: Lord, have mer - cy.

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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C: A - men.

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996



CW 157

Glory Be to God on High
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0 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world;
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have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
. ol o
— ol I
A A ﬂ —
Y | | | N I I | —I i ]\
Ho ol
r = =t

For you on-ly are holy; you on-ly are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the
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The Word

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray. God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is
good. Help us love you with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide
us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Exodus 32:15-29
When we hear Aaron’s excuses, we recognize our own rationalizations.

Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the
covenant law in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back.
®The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved
on the tablets.

“When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There
is the sound of war in the camp.”

BMoses replied:

“It is not the sound of victory,
it is not the sound of defeat;
it is the sound of singing that I hear.”

YWhen Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger
burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the
foot of the mountain. *°And he took the calf the people had made and burned it in
the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the
Israelites drink it.

#He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into
such great sin?”

2“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these
people are to evil. 2They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for
this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has
happened to him.” >4So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’
Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”



»Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get
out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies. *°So he stood at the
entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the LORD, come to me.” And all the
Levites rallied to him.

*’Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each
man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end
to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.”” 2®The Levites did
as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died.
29Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to the LORD today, for you were
against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day.”

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation Psalm 27C
Refrain
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Hear my voice when I / call, LORD;

be merciful to me and / answer me.
Do not hide your / face from me,

do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper.
Do not reject me or for- / sake me,

God my / Savior. Refrain



Though my father and mother for- / sake me,
the LORD will re- / ceive me.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the / living.
Wait / for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: David Haas

Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996

Second Reading 1Timothy 6:11-16
Paul describes the good fight of faith.

"But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, endurance and gentleness. *Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold
of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession
in the presence of many witnesses. 3In the sight of God, who gives life to
everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made
the good confession, I charge you *to keep this command without spot or blame
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, “which God will bring about in his
own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
bwho alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Devotion

Please stand



Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34
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and take up their cross and fol low me
Gospel Matthew 10:34-42

Jesus calls us to love him above all.

3#“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come
to bring peace, but a sword. 35For | have come to turn

«

‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—
3%a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’

37“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
3Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
39Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will
find it.

4°“Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. “Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a
righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 4And if anyone gives
even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell
you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Be seated
Hymn of the Day: Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake

Sermon

Please stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
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M: Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the
gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise
you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.

C: Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

M: Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith
may grow and love toward all may increase.
C: Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

M: Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train
them in lives of faith.

C: Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all
godly walks of life.

M: Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make,
administer, and judge our laws.
C: Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

M: Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry,
medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for
those whose work is difficult or dangerous.

C: Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

M: Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .].
Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for
whom death draws near.

C: Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

M: We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who
now rest from their labors, [especially . . .]. Console those who are mourning or
living with sadness.

C: Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

M: Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
C: Amen.
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Hymn: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus CW 704
Please stand

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may
be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be seated
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Hymn: O Church, Arise CW 870
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Serving Today

Preacher ... Pastor Martin
Keyboard ..o Mrs. Grasby
USREIS ...t e Brumm/Fenske/Herro
Helpers in His House.............cccoooiiiiiiniinieeeeeee Miller/Last
Acknowledgments

Setting One from Christian Worship

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible,
New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
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Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing
House.

Hymn 870: Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963

Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963

Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com.
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710996
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